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United Daughters of the Confederacy tried to remake them as paeans to the Lost Cause.
McWhirter cites an impressive number of periodicals, newspapers, song books, and personal letters to demonstrate the centrality of music in Civil War America, and he most successfully details how people imbued songs with ever-changing meanings to acknowledge the war's fluid cultural environment. At times, however, he overemphasizes music's ability to cause broad shifts in public opinion. Such shifts certainly occurred, but a variety of factors and circumstances spurred them, and music may have reflected rather than encouraged those changes. Nevertheless, McWhirter has produced a well written, engaging, and important book on wartime popular culture that should interest scholars and Civil War enthusiasts.
Jarret Ruminski University of Calgary

A Generation at War:
The Civil War Era in a Northern Community Nicole Etcheson D uring the mid-1970s, the "community study" revolutionized the historical profession, then in the throes of the "new social history." Embracing new sources and methods, numerous scholars depicted the experience of everyday life in fresh and at times bewildering detail. Historians of the American Civil War, however, virtually ignored the exciting potential of this new scholarship; intoxicated by the battlefield, they paid precious little attention to the home front. Thus, in 1989, a heavy-hearted Maris Vinovskis lamented that social historians had "lost" the Civil War.
In the decades since, historians have enriched and complicated Civil War historiography in important ways. Scholars such as Stephen Ash, Drew Gilpin Faust, Daniel Sutherland, and William Blair have rediscovered the significance of the southern home front to the military and political history of the war. Books by Nina Silber, Judith Ann Giesberg, Amy Murrell Taylor, and James Marten have explored the experiences of women, families, and children in the Civil War era. Nonetheless, relatively few treatments of the northern homefront have appeared, and those that have-including monographs by J. Matthew Gallman, Thomas H. O'Connor, and Theodore Karamanskifocus on the North's major metropolitan areas. Indeed, the existing literature on the northern home front might convince readers that the North was largely bustling and urban, not agrarian and rural. Ball State University history professor Nicole Etcheson seeks to remedy this historiographical void with A Generation at War, an impressively researched study of how Putnam County, Indiana-one of the state's most populous counties-responded to the scourge of civil war (13) (14) . Throughout, the author maintains a keen sense of war's contingencies, usefully reminding readers that "Putnam County residents could not foresee all the ways in which the war would reshape their lives and their nation" (49).
Unlike other studies of the Civil War's home fronts, A Generation at War does not maintain a tight focus on the war years. Instead, Etcheson divides the book into three roughly equal parts that consider the antebellum, wartime, and postwar histories of overwhelmingly Democratic Putnam County. Each part, in turn, consists of individual chapters that narrate the experiences of white men, white women, and African Americans. The book's periodization from the Compromise of 1850 to the death of Reconstruction allows Etcheson to appraise the durability of the changes wrought by the turmoil of war. Her conclusion is judicious: "Just as it was a fleeting and incomplete moment for the slave," she writes, the Civil War "was partial and incomplete but immensely consequential for the North" (268).
According to Etcheson, the war exposed "frightening rifts" at home and tested the strength of Putnam County's political convictions, traditional gender roles, and potent white supremacy (99). None of these survived unscathed. Straddling "the line between loyalty and treason," Copperhead Democrats registered antiwar sentiments more visibly and vocally as casualty lists swelled and the war turned toward emancipation (100). Draft resistance, open demands for peace, and conspiratorial rumors "shattered county residents' faith in the power of shared political principles to transcend partisan differences" (122). At the same time, the war reshuffled domestic relations. Prudently embracing new roles in soldiers' aid societies, women showered much-needed supplies, food, and morale-boosting gifts on local regiments. Although many wives "looked forward to the end of the war and the reestablishment of men's traditional roles within the household" (125), a conclusion that echoes Drew Faust's findings in War (1996) , women ultimately realized an "independence they might not otherwise have achieved" as recipients of widows' pensions (199). Finally, and most remarkably, the war led to new ideas about race and slavery. Inspired by the sight of "shoulder-strapped Negroes" on the battlefield and eager to punish treasonous slaveholders, some Putnam County residents softened their racist edge (161). Enhanced by the arrival of Exodusters from North Carolina, a new and vibrant postwar black community took shape in a "brief moment of racial egalitarianism" (265). While racial harmony would not survive the century, "neither the county nor the country would be entirely the same again" (17).
Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American Civil
Etcheson's study leaves a few stones unturned. For instance, it seems surprising that in such a heavily Democratic county, "no insurmountable rift between soldiers and civilians emerged" A aron Astor's eminently readable monograph challenges historians to reorient analysis of secession, the Civil War, and Reconstruction away from the eleven states of the Confederacy to the border states of Kentucky and Missouri. Concentrating on the slave-based regions of the two states-the Bluegrass and Little Dixie-Rebels on the Border examines the nature of political collectives, interrogates the cultural and social meanings of political mobilization, and explores how various historical actors exploited the instrumentalities of power (9-10). The study, Astor argues, does more than "show how the political transformations at the heart of the Civil War and Reconstruction affected a largely ignored region"; instead, it sets "the entire period in a new light" (244).
Astor identifies white supremacy and conservative Unionism as the two central components of Kentucky and Missouri's antebellum political culture. White supremacy, he notes, stood at the center of white values in these border states, while conservative Unionism developed in response to the threat of abolitionists and Free Soilers in the North, and fire-eaters in the South. Conservative Unionist rhetoric rejected these two heresies and "drew from the great strength of the American Republic and the compromises that had allowed the nation to grow to its prosperous status" (48). For conservative Unionists, pragmatism trumped honor and border grievances "reflected more practical concerns with protecting a slave-based economy and society in the face of serious, but not unreasonable, threats" (50). They concluded that slavery remained much safer within rather than outside the Union and saw no reason to withdraw.
During war, however, black and white people rebelled against conservative Unionism. During the initial months of the conflict, many white men enlisted in the rebel army, participated in brutal guerrilla conflicts, and harassed their conservative Unionist foes. Slaves, meanwhile, developed a system of communication and organization to confront border state society, exploited divisions in the white population, and used rumor to magnify the threat of black unrest. "Although the insurrectionary fears may have been imagined," Astor writes, "slaveholders ironically imputed to their slaves
